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We all know how important good flats are for getting the 
most out of our images, so when I saw the advertisement 
for the Flip-Flat on Astromart, I was intrigued and thought 
it was really a novel idea. I jumped at the chance to take 
a look and test out the device. The unit is advertised as a 
robotic lens cap and flat field source for medium-sized 
refractors.  According to their website, http://
www.alnitakastro.com/, they have two sizes available.  
The size you need is determined by the size of the refrac-
tor; one is for 4-inch to 5.5-inch scopes, and the other for 
5.6-inch to 7.6-inch scopes. 
 
The box arrived with the Flip-Flat neatly packed in bubble 
wrap. The unit consists of a small black control box with a 
USB connector and an approximately 
8-inch diameter flat disk, which is con-
nected to the controller by an arm. 
The only connection to a computer is 
through the USB cable. Power is ob-
tained through the USB interface; de-
pending on your computer, you may 
need to have a powered hub. The 
disk has a black aluminum back with 
the Alnitak Astrosystems logo (future 
production runs will be plastic), and 
the front side is an opaque white plas-
tic with an electroluminescent panel 
sandwiched in the middle. The white 
plastic is a diffuser for the EL panel. 
The demo unit came with a 10-foot 
USB cable and two long white nylon 
tie wraps for attaching the unit to the 
scope. 

Installation 
Installation was pretty straightforward. I went to their web-
site and downloaded the manual and the installation soft-
ware, as they were not provided on a CD with the prod-
uct. After reading the manual, I installed the software, 
plugged the unit into the computer and got all the drivers 
installed. Once the driver is installed and the unit con-
nected, the user has to bring up the Control Panel and 
the System Panel and determine the serial port number 
that Windows assigned to the Flip-Flat. Since I have nu-
merous serial cables and boxes attached at various 
times, the assigned port on my system was 10.  I then 
brought up the Flip-Flat Windows control program, as 
pictured in Figure 2 (next page).  

Figure 1: Flip-Flat before installation. 
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